Cone myoid elongation and rod myoid contraction are inhibited by colchicine in the trout retina.
Retinal photoreceptors of lower vertebrates undergo photomechanical changes (elongation or shortening) in response to light or dark. Colchicine, a microtubule-disrupting drug, blocks cone, but not rod elongation. Instead, rod shortening is blocked by this drug, thus suggesting that different mechanisms mediating these responses are involved in rods and cones.